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special characteristics, its own actual and potential resources, and
should have its own pattern of diversification. It is possible, how-
ever, to lay down a few guiding principles to which a reasonably
balanced region or an appropriately diversified region or settlement
should conform. Beyond this, it will be necessary to consider
each region and each settlement within the region as a special case
whose balance and diversification will depend on its own special
characteristics and resources and on its relationships to other
settlements and regions.
The important points relating to good balance and diversifica-
tion may be summarised as follows:
(1)  BASIC INDUSTRIES.
Basic industries are those which for purposes of exchange send
all or part of their products to markets outside the area (region)
of production.
A region and its settlements should have many well-diversified
basic industries, e.g. "coal, shipbuilding, general and electrical
engineering, woollen manufacture, pottery, plastics, certain food
stuffs, aircraft, etc.
(2)  LOCATE, INDUSTRIES.
Local industries are those that are essentially local in character
and are therefore found in all communities, e.g. public services,
laundries, bakeries, hotels and catering, contracting, building and
decorating, etc.
Provision must be made for a due proportion of these industries.
(3)  LINKAGES.
The attraction of certain regions for certain classes of industry
has sometimes lain in the multiplicity of inter-related industries
already existing in those regions. The linkages that bind such
regions together are very strong and give such regions marked
resilience against depression and marked resistance to disintegration.
The linkages may take the form of direct financial and technical
association between firms, specialisation on component parts, quick
delivery, rapid servicing, etc., but other less easily assessable linkages
may be of equal importance, e.g. versatile labour, diversification of
business and social opportunity and contacts, family occupation and
interest in several industries, etc.
It is the existence of these linkages that makes possible the
synthesis of the industries and community into a sound settlement
structure. The diversification pattern of a settlement should
therefore be built up with such linkages in mind, and also provision
should be made in whatever ways are possible for the tenuous
linkages in science, art, recreation, agriculture, transport, etc. It
should, however, be borne in mind that whereas in the past such
linkages have been mainly apparent in the prosperous conurbations,
and have served to enmesh new industries into existing Concentra-
tions ; in the future, linkages, in addition to unifying the structure
within the settlement, should be devised to link the settlement into